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A Letter from the Principal 
Welcome to the 2015-16 school year!  As I watched 
students entering Essex Elementary School Thursday 
morning, I was excited to witness the children’s joyful 
enthusiasm for the year ahead. The arrival of our 
smiling students, greetings from parents and the sound 
of a school alive with optimism is so contagious. Shortly 
after arrival, students were actively participating in the 
beginning of the year rituals with their new teacher and 
new friends.   
As we enter the 2015-16 School Year, the entire staff of 
Essex Elementary School is   committed to providing 
an environment that promotes the development of the 
whole child.  We are dedicated to building a safe, 
compassionate community of lifelong learners who are 
inspired to become respectful, responsible, cooperative, 
innovative, independent thinkers and problem solvers.  
In addition to the commitment to provide your child 
with the best possible academic experience, we are 
equally committed to cultivating an environment that 
ensures your child’s physical, social and emotional 
growth.  
As we embark upon another school year, we are eager 
to continue to grow and learn as educators and to help 
your child develop the skills necessary to be a successful 
student and world citizen.  We continue to deepen our 
understanding of the Common Core State Standards 
in English Language Arts and Mathematics, the Next 
Generation Science Standards, and the best practices 
in fostering a safe and inclusive learning environment.   
The partnership between home and school is critical to 
the success of each child.  When parents and teachers 
work together, students reach higher levels of success.  
I would like to thank our vibrant PTO for their 
continued support of classroom field trips, cultural arts, 

Important Dates: 

• 9/4 - PTO Fall Fundraiser 
Begins 

• 9/7 - Labor Day - no school 

• 9/8 - PTO Meeting 7pm  

• 9/8 - EES BOE Meeting 
7pm 

• 9/14 - Rosh Hashanah - no 
school 

• 9/15 - Curriculum Night - 
See article for times 

• 9/23 - Yom Kippur - no 
school 

• 9/25 - PTO Fundraiser 
Ends 
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and school-wide family events.   There are many 
opportunities for you to be involved in your child’s 
school experience.  Please consider joining our PTO as 
our students can greatly benefit from your involvement.   
On behalf of the entire Essex Elementary School staff, 
we are excited to welcome back all of our returning 
students, and we are also thrilled to extend a warm 
welcome to our new students and families. We look 
forward to working collaboratively with all members of 
the Essex Elementary School community during the 
2015-16 school year.  !
With Warmest Regards, !
Scott T. Jeffrey, Principal 
	  !!!!!
!!

EES Curriculum 
Night-Sept. 15th 

We will be hosting a 
Curriculum Night for all EES 
families on Tuesday, 
September 15th.  Please review 
the schedule below for times.  
Teachers will be sharing 
information about grade level 
curriculum, as well as 
reviewing the day in the life of 
a student in their classroom.  
This is a great opportunity for 
you to learn more about the 
curriculum your child will 
experience this year.  I look 
forward to seeing you on 
September 15th. 

Curriculum Night Schedule 

Kindergarten - 6:00 - 6:30pm 

Grades 1-3 - 6:45 - 7:30pm 

Grades 4 - 6 - 7:15 - 8:00pm 

Student Lunch Accounts 
EES offers healthy lunches each day at a cost 
of $2.75.  Milk is also available @.50 for 
students who bring their lunch.  Students 
indicate each morning whether they are 
selecting a school lunch.  It is important to 
make sure that your child has a positive lunch 
account balance. Please check your child’s 
lunch account balance by visiting your 
Powerschool account (http://
powerschool.reg4.k12.ct.us/public/ ) or by 
calling our front office staff.  You can 
replenish your child’s lunch accounts using a 
credit card by visiting the district website.  
You can also send cash or checks in a sealed 
envelope marked with your child’s name and 
teacher name to school to replenish your 
child’s account.  Free/reduced lunch 
application forms are available at the front 
desk.  Please contact us at 860-767-8215 for 
more information.

CHECK OUT OUR EES WEBSITE! 
http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/ 

You will find great information to stay 
connected to school! 

• Monthly Calendar 
• Breakfast/Lunch Calendar 
• Links to Staff 
• District/School Forms 
• On-line lunch/breakfast payment 

options and much more! !

http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/
http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/
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On Thursday, May 14, 2015, following a comprehensive interview 
process, I was selected as the Associate Principal and that very night I 
began planning my transition to Essex Elementary School.  I spent the 
following months feeling a wide range of emotions leaving behind the 
comfortable “known” and looking forward to a new beginning.  Exactly 
fifteen weeks later, on Thursday, August 27th the doors opened for the 
first day of the 2015-16 school year and the halls were bustling with 
students, faculty, and staff.  For me, August 27th was the best day I have 
had in the past fifteen weeks!  Seeing the students’ smiling faces, 
watching the staff working as a team to support all of our scholars, and 
observing the great professionalism of our teachers in their interactions 
with our students and one another confirmed that my decision to come to 
EES was the right one.  This is a school to be proud of and I’m proud to be part of this amazing 
community. 

I want to thank everyone in the Essex Elementary School community for the very warm welcome 
I received.  I could not imagine a better beginning for this new chapter.  Every effort has been 
made to make me feel so very comfortable which I truly appreciate, and I am overwhelmed with 
the kindness and support.  It was an unbelievably smooth opening ,as the entire staff and students 
worked collaboratively to make it so.  It is a demonstration of teamwork at its best.  Please 
continue to be patient with me as I learn everyone’s name.  The children seem to enjoy helping me 
with this and continually encourage me when I make mistakes with names, demonstrating 
understanding and assistance. 

I look forward to a wonderful year ahead and our partnership in making certain that all of our 
scholars have a positive school experience. 

Warm Regards, 

Jennifer Tousignant, Associate Principal 

Meet Our New Associate Principal,  
Mrs. Jennifer Tousignant
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Social Development Book of the 
Month - September !

In mid-September, we will be kicking off 
our Book of the Month program that 
follows our social development theme for 
the year… ‘Every day is a new 
opportunity.’ Our first book is The Dot by 
Peter H. Reynolds. The message in this 
book is “make your mark, and see where it 
takes you.” Students will be making their 
own dots in a variety of ways. Some 
grades will be working with Mr. Stevens 
on weaving dots in the art room and 
others will be making animated dots with 
Mrs. Mitchill in the library media center. 
We will then share our dot projects with 
each other, and some classes will Skype 
with classes in other parts of the country 
to share their dots. 

Dear EES Families, 
“ALL SIGNS POINT TO A GREAT YEAR AT ESSEX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL” 

I hope you are as excited as we are to be ushering in a new school year here at Essex Elementary 
School.  It promises to be a year filled with wonder, growth, community and opportunities!   At a 
glance, our year ahead of us brings NEW OPPORTUNITIES EVERY DAY;  
~ for success in learning 
~ for compassion 
~ to make a new friend, discover and/or try something new 
~ to care for others and our earth, 
~ to show gratitude and give back 
~ to be healthy and strong 
~ to reflect and grow! !
What direction will you take this year?  IT’S UP TO YOU . . . to 
pick your path and seize each day and the opportunities it presents!  
We are here to travel along with you, to be your “co-pilot,” pointing 
out the signs that will help you grow, guiding and supporting you 
as you navigate new roads, and celebrating and making the most of 
each day of your journey of opportunities and wonder!  
LET THE JOURNEY BEGIN! 

Social Development



                  

EBT – Essex Broadcast Team !
This year’s broadcast team has been 
hard at work already this school year. 
We have been broadcasting since the 
first day of school. So far the team has 
produced a welcome message from 
Mr. Jeffrey and has interviewed out 
new Assistant Principal, Mrs. 
Tousignant. The team members are 
also working on other Community 
Spotlights, such as the story behind 
Mr. Stevens’ work on the new Legacy 
Mural and promoting the Fall 
Fundraiser. The members of this year’s 
broadcast team are: Jordan Azzinaro, 
Jake Burdick, Simon Collins, Caroline 
Haskins, Sage Lepore, Madison 
Neviaser, Oscar Pelkey, Ella Pitman, 
Sam Rector, and Nicolas 
Wyszkowski. The alternates/
substitutes are Grace Jacaruso and 
Ben Proctor. Starting in October all 
6th graders will have the opportunity to 
be a part of the morning broadcast. 

Library Links
Welcome back! The library media center 
opens on the first day of school, and 
students have already been enthusiastically 
checking out books. Here is some 
information on the library media schedule 
and policies. !
Library Schedule: 
Grades K, 1, and 2 have 45-minute classes in 
the LMC on the ABCD schedule. Grades 
3, 4, and 5 have one twenty-minute book 
exchange weekly and visit for collaborative 
lessons. Students in 6th grade visit the 
library media center during open book 
exchange and for collaborative lessons.  All 
students are welcome to exchange books 
daily during open book exchange times. !
Book Checkout: 
All books and magazines are due 2 weeks 
after checkout. Look at the date due slip on 
the inside front cover of the book to find out 
the due date. In order to check out new 
books, students must return books that are 
due. See below for the number of books 
students in each grade level are allowed. 
Books checked out for research projects do 
not count toward the regular book total. 

K & 1st - 1 Book* 
2nd - 2 Books* 
3rd - 3 Books 
4th - 4 Books 
5th - 5 Books 
6th - 6 Books 

*If students in these grades forget their 
books, they may check out one additional 
book.  We ask that all students take care of 
the books they borrow and return or renew 
their books on time so they are available for 
other students. If you ever have any 
questions or if you are interested in 
volunteering in the library, feel free to 
contact Mrs. Mitchill at 860-767-8215, x5127, 
or at rmitchill@reg4.k12.ct.us. 

Some books 
read by EES 
students this 
summer… 

11	  Birthdays	  by	  Wendy	  Mass	  read	  by	  Riley	  
Burch	  in	  Mrs.	  Armstrong’s	  5th-‐grade	  class.	  
Her	  favorite	  part	  is	  “when	  Amanda’s	  birthday	  
started	  to	  repeat	  itself.”	  

mailto:rmitchill@reg4.k12.ct.us
mailto:rmitchill@reg4.k12.ct.us


                  

FROM	  THE	  HEALTH	  OFFICE	  
!
Our goal is to keep students healthy and attending 
school so they can fully participate in the programs at 
Essex Elementary.  We ask parents to be proactive 
with us in helping students learn healthy behaviors.  
These are things we can all do to keep everyone 
healthy. !
Teach your child to wash his/her hands often with 
soap and water (before & after eating, after using the 
restroom).  At school we will do a refresher course 
with students on using hand sanitizers found in every 
room and in other spaces throughout the building. !
Teach your child not to share personal items like 
drinks, food or unwashed utensils.  We have a rule at 
school not to share food and drinks but reinforcing 
that at home will help with this practice in the cafeteria 
and on the bus. !
Teach your child to cover up his/her cough or sneeze 
with the crux of their elbow, arm, or sleeve instead of 
their hand when a tissue is not available.  Mrs. Deens 
will reinforce this with all students and will include it 
in her hygiene lessons. !
Do not send children to school if they are sick.  Any 
child who is determined to be ill while at school will be 
sent home as soon as possible. !
A child with a fever of 100 degrees or higher must stay 
at home and be fever free for 24 hours without fever 
reducing medication before returning to school.  This 
is a district policy and very important during flu and 
cold season. !
Lastly, starting the day with a healthy breakfast boosts 
brainpower.  In other words, food is fuel for the brain.  
Students who eat breakfast can focus and concentrate 
better in class, do better on tests, and have a longer 
attention span. !
If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 
(860) 767-1524 or e-mail me at sdeens@reg4.k12.ct.us.  
The same contact information can be used to report 
your child(ren) will be absent or tardy. 

New Sign! 

EES has a new look in front of the 
building.  A new sign was installed this 
summer.  A special thank you to a 
committee of staff, parents, students 
and administrators who worked 
together last year to design the new 
sign.  In addition, a special thank you 
to our BOE for supporting this project 
and to the Essex Board of Selectman 
for their support.  The sign was built 
and installed by Phil Schaller of Signs 
and Digital GraphX and funded 
through the student activity fund.  The 
granite sign that has stood in the front 
of the building for years has been 
moved and positioned to the gym 
entrance of the building.

Summer Reading Continued!

Stella	  Batts:	  Hair	  Today,	  
Gone	  Tomorrow	  by	  Courtney	  
Sheinmel	  read	  by	  Jasmine	  
Ferguson	  in	  Mrs.	  Iannuzzi’s	  
3rd-‐grade	  class.	  	  Her	  favorite	  
part	  is	  “when	  Stella	  has	  to	  
blow	  a	  bubble	  and	  it	  gets	  
stuck	  in	  her	  
hair.”	  

mailto:sudeens@reg4.k12.ct.us
mailto:sudeens@reg4.k12.ct.us
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